Book Reviews
Anesthesiologist's Manual of Surgical Procedures-2nd Edition. R. A. Jaffe, S. I. Samuels; Lippincott Williams & Wilkins, Suite 4, 2nd Floor, 22-36 Mountain Street, Broadway, N.S.W. 2007; $195.00; 220x285 mm; pp. 1085 ; ISBN: 0-7817-1471-0. This is a big book of over 1000 pages which, like encyclopaedias and dictionaries, is a reviewer's nightmare because it is impossible to read in full, or to be sure how accurate it really is because it is not possible to read from cover to cover. The only way to read this type of books is to dip into them to attempt to see how they answer the current query.
My approach has been to use the daily hospital operation list to trigger the various operations to review. In almost all cases the book, which has succinct sections on all forms of surgery and individual operations, proved a useful summary of the surgery including the time taken to do the procedure (not unrealistic by Australian standards) and any particular requirements. This surgical summary is then followed by an anaesthetic section dealing with preoperative, intraoperative and postoperative sections with the greatest emphasis on the intraoperative phase, which again seemed most reasonable and accurate. Groups of American surgeons and anaesthetists (almost all from Stanford) are responsible for each entry. Naturally there is an American bias, but this is overwhelming to the extent of practically no references to any articles outside North America. The anaesthetic techniques were very American and perhaps a bit "over the top" by Australasian standards, though the write-up was never dictatorial nor overly proscriptive. The authors have used "telegraphic sentence construction" and there is abundant use made of acronyms and abbreviations in the text, all of which makes for irritating reading at times, though there is a four-page listing of these abbreviations in the Appendix which I found I needed to refer to often. Other appendices attempt to spell out in summary form, protocols for anaesthetic and postoperative management and preoperative tests, and as well there is a table of drug interaction and a section on special consideration for latex allergy.
The foreword suggests that the book will be useful to an anaesthetist faced with a new surgeon in town with a new operation. My approach to that problem would be to talk to the surgeon about what is planned, any special requirements, any possible anaesthesia issues, and if necessary to obtain contact names of other anaesthetists who may have the relevant experience. If you cannot talk to your surgeon I do not think you should be working together as the patient will suffer. My view of the place for this book is as a tome for junior anaesthetists to delve into to see what the surgeon is likely to be doing, what the anaesthetic team should be considering, and as a review and discussion point of how the local challenge has been met in comparison to the "Stanford way". I fear it will not be widely read in this region because there is so much out there to read which is more expansive on the anaesthetic issues, but I do consider it has a small place to play in the educative process of our trainees in the manner described. At $195.00 it is not a cheap option for individuals, so is only a likely possibility for departmental or operating theatre libraries.
A This volume is the latest in a series published by IASP (International Association for the Study of Pain) Press. As such, it enjoys the imprimatur of this international multidisciplinary body. The contents are based on a Forum on Paediatric Pain held in Nova Scotia in 1998, and the editors, Patrick McGrath and G. Allen Finley, are well known within chronic paediatric pain circles.
The contributing authors come from the basic sciences, anaesthesia, paediatrics and psychology, from eastern North America and Europe. The chapters deal initially with pain mechanisms and then with more clinical aspects. These latter include neuropathic pain (including Chronic Regional Pain Syndromes), sickle cell disease, headache, recurrent abdominal pain, musculoskeletal pain, and finally, gender differences and pharmacotherapy. This is very much a book for those who practise within the "first world". All these chapters are well written, and the recurring emphasis on non-physical aspects is valuable and reflects the professional slant of the contributors. The book will be of most value to those practising in the area of paediatric chronic pain, although it could be a suitable acquisition for an anaesthetic department library in a teaching hospital. It is unlikely to be very useful for the occasional pain practitioner, a standard pain text perhaps being of better value. This book, which is a further volume in the Lung Biology in Health and Disease series, contains 38 chapters from 66 contributors, with most of the senior authors well known in their particular fields. The contents are grouped into sections consisting of the physiology underlying ventilatory support, the consequences of mechanical ventilation, methodology implementing ventilatory support and specific problems in ventilation.
Most of the chapters are excellent and represent a concise and up-to-date summary of the present state of knowledge and current attitudes toward ventilatory support. A number of chapters are outstanding, including those on ventilator-induced lung injury, dynamic inflation, partial ventilatory support and non-invasive positive pressure ventilation. The book is well referenced up to 1996.
In general the applied physiology presented is not introductory in nature and those looking for basic physiology will be required to look elsewhere. In particular the chapters on ventilatory control, mechanics, work of breathing and heart-lung interactions are complex and not straightforward. Although much of the content will be of interest to anaesthetists, the book has a distinct intensive care bias, covering ventilatory support during acute respiratory failure rather than under anaesthesia.
Undoubtedly much of the book content can be found in review materials elsewhere. However, a great deal of valuable information is contained in this one volume. To this end I believe the book does serve its purpose, and that it both fills a gap in and complements other publications on this topic. The book is highly recommended to intensivists and certainly should be a welcome addition to departmental libraries. They begin by addressing perhaps the single most important question: that is, why do research in the first place? From there, the authors offer the reader a background on the various degrees which can be undertaken, what can be expected from completing them, and interestingly, suggestions as to when to pursue such postgraduate studies in the context of a medical career. This would have more relevance for medical students or junior residents. Some of the ideas seem repetitive and lacking revelations for those already involved in research.
Amongst the few criticisms that can be made of this text are that it concentrates heavily on laboratory based research. Their description of specialist training in Australia (p. 19), at least for anaesthetic training, is incorrect. Nor is there any discussion of the requirement to complete a research project as part of many specialist training schemes. Also, some suggestions actually reflect negatively upon the authors' many years of collective expertise, most of these years probably occurring in a computerless age. Hence they can be forgiven for stating that the Index Medicus and Excerpta Medica should be used when performing a literature review. Most researchers today would probably prefer the speed and convenience of computer search technology. Nor is there reference to worldwide web-sites that also offer useful information.
This by no means detracts from what is enjoyable reading. As one turns each page, it almost feels as if one is listening to the earnest and sound advice of an older and trustworthy colleague or friend. To those with little or no understanding of research methodology, this book is an invaluable source of easily accessible hints and tips. For those who have some exposure to medical researchers, or have
